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USER DATA WEDGE MEDIA CERTIFICATION IN 
A DISC DRIVE DATA HANDLING SYSTEM 

Abstract of the Disclosure 

Method and apparatus for detecting defects in a magnetic medium of a data 
handling system. The magnetic medium includes a number of user data wedges 
each disposed between an adjacent pair of servo data wedges. A predetermined 
data sequence is written to the user data wedges, and subsequently read to generate 
a readback signal. A sequence of discrete time sample values are generated from 
the readback signal. Defects in the medium are detected in relation to the 
magnitudes of the discrete time samples. A media scan controller outputs a first 
multi-bit information record having at least one bit composing the address of the 
user data wedge containing a defect, and a second multi-bit information record 
having at least one bit composing an address of the defect within the user data 
wedge. No information is written to the buffer when no defects are identified. 
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